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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



I . (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A method for conflguiing a point-of-sale 
terminaJ for use in connection with a merchant acco\mt» comprising the steps of: 
dimng an on-line session with an applicant for a merchant account, 

receiving information from the applicant completing an application for the 

merchant account, 

receiving information from the applicant selecting a point-of-sale terminal 
for use in connection with the merchant account, 

based on the received information, determining terms and conditions 
applicable to the applicant's merchant account upon acceptance; 

displaying such determined terras and conditions to the applicant relating 
to the administration of the merchant account, and 

receiving an indication of acceptance of the terms and conditions from the 

applicant; 

in response to the indication of acceptance of the terms and conditions from the 
applicant and during the on-hne session, generating identification inforaiation associated with the 
merchant account and the point-of-sale terminal, the identification information comprising a 
merchant ID (MID) and a tenninal ID (TID); 

during the online session, configuring an account file for administration of the 
merchant account with the identification information; and 

configuring the selected point-of-sale tenninal with the identification infonnation 
from the account file. 



2* (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim 1, wherein the terms and conditions 
include a fee schedule for services relating to the administration of the merchant account. 

3, (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim 1, wherein the step of configuring the 
point-of-sale terminal with the identification information comprises the steps of: 
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programming the point-of-sale terminal with the identification information; and 
shipping the point-of-sale terminal to the applicant. 

4. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of Claim 1, wherein the step of 
configuring the point-of-sale terminal with the identification information comprises the steps of: 

receiving a telephone directory number associated with a point-of-sale terminal 
already in possession of the applicant; 

placing a telephone call to the directory number associated with the point-of-sale 
terminal already in possession of the apphcant; and 

reprogramming the point-of-sale terminal already in possession of the applicant 
with the identification information during the telephone call. 

5. (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim 1, further comprising the steps of, during 
the on-line session; 

determining a credit risk score for the application; and 
based on the credit risk score» establishing the terms and conditions for the 
merchant account. 

6. (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim 1, further comprising the steps of, during 
the on-line session: 

detennining a credit risk score for the ^plication; 

based on the credit risk score, detennining whether to accept the application; and 
automatically transmitting an e-mail message to notify the applicant whether the 
application has been accepted, 

7. (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim 1, further comprismg the step during 
the on-line session, electronically issuing a visitation order requesting a physical visit to the 
premises of the applicant to verify that the apphcant is conducting a type of business stated in the 
application* 
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8. (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim 1 , wherein the step of receiving 
inforamtion from the applicant completing an application for the merchant account further 
comprises the steps of: 

prompting the user to enter business contact information: 
prompting the user to enter business premises information; 
prompting the user to enter business sales data; and 
prompting the user to enter business owner information, 

9. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of Claim 1, wherein the step of 
receiving information ftom the applicant completing an application for the merchant account 
further comprises the step of pronq)ting the user to provide infomiation relating to funding for 
the charges associated with administering the merchant account, 

10. (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim 1, wherein the step of receiving 
information from the applicant selecting a point-of-sale terminal for use in connection with the 
merchant account further comprises the steps of: 

displaying a menu of point-of-sale terminal options; 
displaying a view control item in association with each option; 
receiving a user command selecting a particular view control item; and 
displaying an image depicting the point-of-sale tenninal associated with the 
selected view control item. 

II- (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim 1> further comprising the steps of: 
receiving a business type designation ftom the applicant; 
determining a business risk category associated with the business type 
designation; and 

implementing risk adjustment measures based on the business risk category 
associated with the business type designation. 

5 
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12. (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim 1 1, wherein the step of implementing risk 
adjustment measures based on the business risk category associated with the business type 
designation further comprises the steps of: 

displaying a menu of risk adjustment measures; 

receiving a user command from the applicant indicating a preferred risk 

adjustment selection; and 

implementing the risk adjustment measures based on the preferred risk adjustment 

selection. 

13. (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim U, wherein the step of implementing risk 
adjustment measures based on the business category associated with the business type 
designation further comprises the steps of: 

determining a reserve requirement; 
displaying the reserve requirement to the ^licant; and 
receiving a user command from the applicant accepting the reserve requirement 

14. (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim 11, wherein the step of implementing risk 
adjustment measures based on the business risk category associated with the business type 
designation further comprises the steps of: 

determining a risk-adjusted fee schedule; 

displaying the risk-adjusted fee schedule to the applicant; and 

receiving a user command from the applicant accepting the risk-adjusted fee 

schedule. 

15. (CURRENTLY AMENDED)Ar eomput e r readabl e m e dium otoring 
nftmpntnr mf B nitnhlft irtfitniQtionn for p e i f oimin{i tho The method of Claim L wherein the steps of 
gie method are expressed as computer-executable instructions stored on a computer-readable 
medium. 

6 
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16. (CANCELLED) 

17. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A method for configuring a point-of-sale 
tenninal for use in connection with a merchant account^ comprising the steps oft during an 
on-line session with an apphcant for a merchant account: 

receiving information from the applicant completing an application for the 
merchant account including business contact inforaiation, business premises information, 
business sales data, business owner information, and infonnation relating to funding for the 
charges associated with administering the merchant account; 

displaying a menu of point-of-sale terminal options, displaying a view control 
item in associated with each option, receiving a user command selecting a particular view control 
item, and displaying an image depicting the point-of-sale terminal associated with the selected 
view control item; 

receiving infonnation from the applicant selecting a point-of-sale tenninal for use 
in connection with the merchant account including: 

determining a credit risk score the application; 

based on the credit risk score, determining terms and conditions applicable to the 
applicant if accepted including a fee schedule for the merchant account; 

displaying the determined terms and conditions to the applicant relating to the 
administration of the merchant account; 

receiving an indication of acceptance of the terms and conditions fix)m the 

applicant; 

generating identification information associated with the merchant account and 
the point-of-sale terminal; 

configuring an account file for administration of the merchant account with the 
identification information; and 

electronically issuing a visitation order requesting a physical visit to the premises 
of the applicant to verify that the applicant is conducting a type of business stated in the 
application. 

7 
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18, (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim 17, further comprismg the steps of, either 
during or subsequent to the on-line session: 

programming the point-of-sale terminal with the identification information; and 
shipping the point-of-sale terminal to the applicant. 

19, (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of Claim 17, further comprising 
the steps of, either during or subsequent to the on-line session: 

receiving a telephone directory number associated with a point-of-sale terminal 
already in possession of the applicant; 

placing a telephone call to the telephone directory number associated with the 
point-of-sale terminal already in possession of the applicant; and 

reprogramming the point-of-sale teraiinal already in possession of the applicant 
with the identification information during the telephone call. 

20, (CUEtRENTLY AMENDED) A computor roodoblo medium storing 
oomput e r - exooutoblQ instructions for porfonning tlt e The method of Claim 17, wherein the steps 
of the method are expressed as computer-executable instmctions stored on a computer- readable 
mediuTn * 

21, (CANCELLED) 

22, (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A method for configuring a point-of-sale 
terminal for tise in connection with a merchant accoimt» comprising the steps of, during an 
on-line session with an applicant for a merchant account; 

receiving a business type designation from the applicant; 
deteraiining a business risk category associated with the business type 

designation; 
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based on the business risk category associated with the business type designation^ 
determining risk adjustment measures comprising a reserve requirement and a risk-adjusted fee 
schedule for services related to administration of the merchant account; 

di^layiug terms and conditions relating to the risk adjustment measures; 

receiving an indication of acceptance of the terms and conditions firom the 

applicant; 

generating identification inforamtion associated with the merchant account and 
the point-of-sale teraiinal, the identification inforaiation comprising a merchant E) (MID) and a 
tenninal E) (TID) associated with a selected point-of-sale terminal; 

configuring an account file for administration of the merchant account with the 
identification infbnnation and the risk adjustment measures; and 

configuring the selected point-of-sale terminal with the identification information. 

23. (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim 22, further comprising the steps of; either 
during or subsequent to the on-line session: 

receiving information fiom the appUcant selecting a point-of-sale terminal for use 
in connection with the merchant account; and 

configuring the point-of-sale terminal with the identification information. 

24- (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer readabl e m e dium otoring 
computer exooutablo instmctionQ for porformin&4h e The method of Claim 22, wherein the steps 
of the method are expressed as computer-executable instructions stored on a compu ter-readable 
medium . 

25. (CANCELLED) 

26- (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-controlled apparatus for 
configuring a point-of-sale tenninal for use in connection with a merchant account during an on- 
line session with an applicant for the merchant account, comprising: 

9 



PAGE 1 1/43 ' RCVD AT 9/1 012004 3:39:36 PM [Eastern Daylight rim^^ 



SSP-10-Z004 03:4Qpin Froni-MORR IS MANNING MARTIN 



4042641529 



T-850 P. 01 2/043 F-023 



Patents 
SERlAtNo,0W473483 

means for receiviDg fl troctur e to roooive infonnation from the applicant 
completmg an ^plication for the merchant account; 

means for receiving gfaiiotur e to roooivo information from the applicant selecting a 
point-of-sale temiinal for use in connection with the merchant account; 

means for determining Gtnioturo to dotoamno terms and conditions applicable to 
the applicant's merchant account based on the received information; 

means for sendin_g Dtruotui e to s e n d such determined terms and conditions to the 
applicant for display relating to the administration of the merchant account; 

mp^nja fa r receiving struoturo to roo e iv e an indication of acceptance of the terms 
and conditions from the appKcant; 

TTiftang fl teiotur e responsive to the indication of acceptance of the terms and 
conditions from the q}plicant during the on-line session for generating to generat e i dentification 
infonnation associated with the merchant account and the point-of-sale terminal, the 
identification information comprising a merchant ID (MID) and a terminal ID (TID); 

means for rr^n fibrin p GtruotUTQ to oonfigur e an account file for administration of 
the merchant account with the identification information during the on-line session; and 

means for configuring fl tructui e to configure the selected point-of-sale terminal 
with tbe identification information. 

27. (ORIGINAL) Tbe apparatus of Claim 26, wherein the terms and conditions 
include a fee schedule for services relating to the administration of the merchant account. 

28. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The apparatus of Claim 26, wherein the point- 
of-sale terminal is programmed with the identification information by the configuring means 
oonfigure otruotur e and then shipped to the applicant. 

29. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The apparatus of Claim 26, wherein tbe point- 
of-sale terminal is already in possession of the applicant and is configured by the configuring 
means configur e struotUTQ remotely by a telephone call to a telephone directory number 

10 
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associated with the point-of-sale terminal to reprogram the point-of-sale terminal with the 
identification information during the telephone call. 

30. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The ^paratus of Claim 26, further including 
meftTiH for determining struoturo to d e termin e a credit risk score ibr the application and based on 
the credit risk score establishing to ootabliah the terms and conditions for the merchant account, 

31. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The apparatus of Claim 26. including means for 
dctermiriing a toacturo to dotormin e a credit risk score to determine whether to accept the 
application; and 

means for automatically transmitting Qtruotur e to ontomatioallv transm it an e-mail 
message to notify the applicant whether the application has been accepted. 

32. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The ^paratus of Claim 26, including nicansfor 
electronically issuing otmoturo tQ - olcotronioQUy ioou e a visitation order requesting a physical visit 
to the premises of the applicant to verify that the apphcant is conducting a type of business staled 
in the application* 

33. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The apparatus of Claim 26, including: 
means for prompting stmotuTQ to - prompt the user to enter business contact 

information; 

means for prompting stmoturo to prompt the user to enter business premises 

information; 

means for prompting struoturo to prompt the user to enter business sales dat^ and 
means for prompting struoturo to prompt the user to enter business owner 

information. 



11 
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34. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The apparatus of Claim 26, inc^^ 
forpTPmpting s tniotur e to prompt the user to provide infonnatiou relating to fimding for the 
charges associated with adrainistering the merchant account 

35. (CUKHENTLY AMENDED) The apparatus of Claim 26, including: 
tueans for sending s tructure to se nd, a menu of point-of-sale terminal options to 

the applicant for display, 

means for sending structur e to s e nd a view control item in association with each 

option; 

means for receiving s tructur e to r e c e iv e a user command selecting a particular 
view control item; and 

means for sending s tructure to s e nd an image depicting the point-of-sale terminal 
associated with the selected view control item to the applicant for display. 

36. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The apparatus of Claim 26, including: 
means for receiving Gtmoturo to roooivo a business type designation from the 

applicant; 

means for determining structure to d e t e rmin e a business risk category associated 
with the business type designation; and 

means for implementing stnioturo to implomont risk adjustment measures based 
on the business risk category associated with the business type designation. 

37. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The apparatus of Claim 36, further including: 
means for sending atruoturo to aond a menu of risk adjustment measures to the 

applicant for display; 

means for receiving structur e to r e c e iv e a user command from the applicant 
indicating a preferred risk adjustment selection; and 

means for implementing fltnioturo to implomont the risk adjustment measures 
based on the prefenred risk adjustment selection- 

12 
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38, (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The apparatus a Claim 36, further including: 
means for determinine qtmoturo to dotomuDO a reserve requirement; 

means for sending structure to send the reserve requirement to the applicant for 

display; and 

means for receiving s tructur e to r e c e iv e a user command fiom the applicant 
accepting the reserve requirement. 

39, (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The ^paratus of Claim 36, further including: 
means for determining otruoturo to dotormi ae a risk-adjusted fee schedule; 
means for sending stnictur e to g e nd the risk-adjusted fee schedule to the applicant 

for display; and 

means for receiving s tructur e to r e c e iv e a tiser conmiand from the applicant 
accepting the risk-adjusted fee schedule* 

40, (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-controlled apparatus for 
configuring a point-of-sale terminal for use in connection with a merchant account during an on- 
line session with an ^plicant for a merchant account comprising: 

means for receiving stmoturo to receiv e information firom the jq>plicant 
completing an application for the merchant account including business contact information, 
business premises information, business sales data, business owner information, and information 
relating to funding for the charges associated with administering the merchant account; 

meanfl for sending s tFUOtUF e to aond a menu of point-of-sale terminal options and 
display a view control item in association with each option to the applicant for display; 

means for receiving Qtmoturo to roooivo a user command selecting a particular 
view control item; 

means for sending otruoturo to aond an image depicting the point-of-sale terminal 
associated with the selected view control item to the «5>plicant for display; 

means for receiving otruoturo to roooivo information firom the applicant selecting a 
point-of-sale terminal for use in connection with the merchant account including; 

13 
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means for determining Qtruoturo to - det e rmin e a credit risk score for the 

application; 

means for determining fftFuotur e to det e rmin e the terms and conditions applicable 
to the applicant's merchant account including a fee schedule for the merchant account based on 
the credit risk score; 

means for sending Qtruoturo to oond the determined tenns and conditions to the 
applicant for display relating to the administration of the merchant account; 

means for receiving e tfuctur e to r e ceiv e an indication of acceptance of the terms 
and conditions ftom the applicant; 

means for generating otruoturo to gen e rat e identification information associated 
with the merchant account and the selected point-of-sale terminal; 

means for configuring s tructm e to configur e an account file for administration of 
the merchant account with the identification infonnation; and 

means for electronically issuing s truotur e to e l e otrDnioally issu e a visitation order 
requesting a physical visit to the premises of the applicant to verify that the applicant is 
conducting a type of business slated in the application. 

41. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The apparatus of Claim 40, wherein including 
the point-of-sale taminal is programmed with the identification information by the configuring 
means configuration stmoturo and shipped to die applicant. 

42. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The apparatus of Claim 40, wherein the point- 
of-sale terminal is already in possession of the applicant and is configured by the configuring 
means oonfiguro otruoturo remotely by a telephone call to a telephone directory number 
associated with the point-of-sale terminal to reprogram the point-of-sale terminal with the 
identification information during the telephone call. 
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43. (CXIRRENTTLY AMENDED) A computer-controlled apparatus for 
configuring a point-of-sale tenninal for use in connection with a merchant account during an on- 
line session with an applicant for a merchant account comprising: 

for receiving s tructur e to r e c e iv e a business type designation from the 

supplicant; 

means for determining structur e to dat e tmia e a business risk category associated 
with the business type designation; 

means for determining fi truotur e to d e t e rmin e risk adjustment measiues 
comprising a reserve requirement and a risk-adjusted fee schedule for services related to 
administration of the merchant account based on the business risk category associated with the 
business type designation; 

means for sending stiuotur e- te -se nd terms and conditions relating to the risk 
adjustment measwes to the applicant for display; 

means for receiving structur e to r e ceiv e an indication of acceptance of the terms 
and conditions fiom the ^plicant; 

means for generating otruoturo to gonomto identification information associated 
with the merchant account and the point-of-sale terminal, the identification information 
comprising a merchant ID (MID) and a tenninal ID (TDD) associated with a selected point-of-sale 
terminal; 

means for configuring otruoturo to oonfiguro an account file for administration of 
the merchant account with the identification information and the risk adjustment measures during 
the on-line session; and 

means for configuring flteietur e 4o configur e the selected point-of-sale terminal 
with the identification information fix)m the accoimt file, 

44. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The apparatus of Claim 43, including: 
means for receiving s tructur -e- to r e ceiv e information fix>m the applicant selecting a 

point-of-sale terminal for use in connection with the merchant account; and 
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means for coofiguring atruoturo t€K>Qiifigiir e the point-of-sale terminal with the 
identtficatioii infoimation, 

45, (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of Claim 1, wherein the 
iaformation from the appUcaxit selecting a point-of-sale terminal for use in connection with the 
merchant account comprises selecting from a new terminal for the applicant or an existing 
teraiinal already in possession of the applicant. 

46, (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The apparatus of Claim 26, wherein the 
information from the applicant selecting a point-of-sale terminal for use in connection with the 
merchant account comprises selecting from a new tenninal for the applicant or an existing 
terminal aheady in possession of the applicant 

47, (NEW) A system for enabling a merchant to apply for a credit card 
processing account using the Internet to open a credit card processing account with a third party 
provider for the third party provider to process credit card orders made by customers with the 
merchant, the system comprising: 

a computer browser in communication with the Internet; 

an Internet infonnation server in communication with the computer browser over 
the Internet, the Internet information server providing HTML pages on the computer browser for 
a merchant to submit credit card processing account appUcation infomiation to the Internet 
information server, wherein the submitted credit card processing account infonnation includes 
credit check and score information;, said credit check and score information being in the Internet 
infoimation server, and 

a processor in communication with the Internet infomiation server to process the 
credit card processing account information to detemaine whether to grant the merchant a credit 
card processing account with the third party provider, wherein a determination to grant the 
merchant a credit card processing account with the third party provider comprises assigning a 
merchant identifier (MID) and a terminal identifier (TID) to point of sale (POS) equipment to be 
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utilized by the merchant in processing credit card orders, and storing a features of service for the 
credit card processing account including the MID and TID in a master account file associated 
with the merchant in the processor, 

the processor being operative to provide the assigned MID and TDD from the 
master account file for use in configuring the POS equipment in a POS equipment configuration 
operation. 

48. (NEW) The system of claim 47, wherein the POS equipment configuration 
operation comprises utilizing an expert system to assist a technician in configuring POS 
equipment by displaying said assigned MID and TID to the technician in connection with 
configuring the POS equipment prior to shipment of said POS equipment to the merchant. 

49. (NEW) The system of claim 47, wherein the POS equipment configuration 
operation comprises placing a telephone call to existing POS equipment and reprogranmiing said 
existing POS equipment with said assigned MID and TID. 

50. (NEW) A method for enabling a merchant to apply for a credit card 
processing account using the Litemet to open a credit card processing account with a third party 
provider for the third party provider to process credit card orders made by customers with the 
merchant, the method comprising: 

providing a computer browser in conmiunication with the Internet; 

providing an Xntemet information server in communication with the computer 
browser over the Internet; 

browsing the Internet with the computer browser to receive HTML pages from the 
Internet information server, 

entering credit card processing account information of a merchant into the HTML 
pages to submit the credit card processing account information to the Internet infonnation server, 
wherein the submitted credit card processing account information includes credit check and score 
information, said credit check and score information being in the Internet information server; 

17 
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providing a processor in communication with the Internet infonnation server; 

processing the credit card processing account information with the processor to 
deteiraine whether to grant the merchant a credit card processing account with the third party 
provider, wherein a determination to grant the merchaQt a credit card processing account with the 
third party provider comprises assigning a max:hant identifier (MID) and a terminal identifier 
(TED) to point of sale (POS) equipment to be utilized by the merchant in processing credit card 
orders; 

storing features of service for the credit card processing account including the 
MID and TID in a master account file associated with the merchant in the processor; and 

providing the assigned MID and TID from the master account file for use in 
configuring the POS equipment in a POS equipment configuration operation. 

5L (NEW) The method of claim SO, wherein the POS equipment configuration 
operation comprises utilizing an expert system to assist a technician in configuring POS 
equipment by displaying said assigned MID and TTD to the technician in connection with 
configuring the POS equipment prior to shipment of said POS equipment to the merchant. 

52, (NEW) The method of claim 50, wherein the POS equipment configuration 
operation comprises placing a telephone call to existing POS equipment and reprogramming said 
existing POS equipment with said assigned MID and TID. 
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